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In a recent development in a defamation case between former magazine columnist E. Jean Carroll and President Donald Trump, the United States Department of Justice has decided to step in to defend the President. 
This means that the case is no longer Carroll vs. Trump, but Carroll vs. 
The United States. The case began in November of last year, following 
Ms. Carroll’s earlier claims that the President sexually assaulted her in 
the mid-1990s. The claims led to a negative public image and eventual 
unemployment when some people suspected she had woven the tale to 
gain money and support from anti-Trump politicians.
 The DOJ’s move to take over defense in the trial came when Attorney 
General William Barr made the argument that since the case began during 
Mr. Trump’s presidency, he can write a request to Barr for protection 
under the 1988 Westfall Act. This allows for the United States to step in and 
assume defense in place of any federal employee in cases not involving an 
offense to someone’s constitutional rights or other select instances, according 
to Justice.gov, the DOJ’s official website. However, the use of Westfall in 
this context confuses many, including Carroll and her attorney, Ms. Roberta 
Kaplan. This is due to the fact that this law specifies that the actions being 
sued over must have happened specifically while the individual in question 
was working within their duties with the federal government. In this case, 
it does not line up, as President Trump supposedly raped the plaintiff in 
a department store changing room almost 20 years ago--long before his 
presidency and any duties therefore.
 Barr’s argument is that since the claims against Trump themselves occured 
during his presidency, the government is still able to step in. In addition, 
the fact that Trump has personally and publicly answered questions regarding 
the case during his presidency is grounds for still being able to enact the 
Westfall Act. He says that this law is common use, and he does not believe 
this particular case is outside its capabilities. Ms. Elie Honig, a CNN 
legal analyst, stated that it is a stretch of an argument. "I can't remotely 
conceive how DOJ can argue with a straight face that it is somehow 
within the official duties of the President to deny a claim that he committed 
sexual assault years before he took office," she told CNN.
 If the DOJ is successful in taking the role as defendant in this case, 
it may mean the end of Carroll’s prosecution. If it is found that President 
Trump’s appeal to Barr does not constitute a legal application of the 
Westfall Act, it may mean he will be forced to represent himself in 
whatever court case may occur, unless he decides to opt for an attorney. 
It is not likely that the department would accuse itself of misusing this 
law, so only time will tell who defends whom and how that affects the 
outcome, which, if it happens before the election, could have an effect on 
how people vote.
W ith the covid-19 pandemic taking over the world and our way of life, people have been wondering for the past 
several months whether things will ever return 
to normal. Fortunately, there is hope looming in the 
horizon. Or is there? 
 According to The New York Times, there are 
currently 40 vaccines being tested in clinical 
trials on humans and 92 preclinical vaccines. 
One American company named Pfizer is in the 
running for producing a working vaccine along 
with eight other companies. In an interview 
with CBS relayed on CNN, Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla 
stated “there is a ‘quite good chance’ that the 
team testing the vaccine candidate will know 
whether it works by the end of October.”  So, 
we could in fact know by October whether or 
not the Pfizer vaccine is viable.  “Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said Friday he 
remains ‘cautiously optimistic’ that a vaccine will 
be ready by the end of the year,” according to 
CNN’s Dakin Andone. While we could receive the 
good news in the next two 
months that a vaccine will be effective in halting 
COVID-19, there are still issues we need to 
consider. How many people will be able to access 
the vaccine, and how many will actually take it? 
An article from NPR puts it in clear terms: “The 
extent to which any vaccine that emerges will 
help halt the COVID-19 pandemic depends on 
how many people get the immunization. In order 
to put this pandemic in the rearview mirror, a 
large percentage of the population needs to either 
be vaccinated or gain immunity via an infection 
with the virus.” 
 CNN spoke about how states are being asked 
to prepare to distribute a coronavirus vaccine 
as early as next month. An ultimate irony would 
be if a vaccine was created but could not be 
taken or distributed if states and countries aren’t 
prepared. However, even with several trials 
underway that are aiming to find a Covid 
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Social media giant, facebook, has been scrutinized in the past for censoring conservative politicians and spokespeople, 
as well as conservative news outlets such as 
The Daily Wire and Breitbart. In early August, 
it essentially confirmed suspicions of biased 
censoring when it made the decision to remove 
and prevent existing ads from The Committee 
to Defend the President. The Facebook page, 
which has nearly a million followers, shares 
conservative news, quotes, memes, and videos, 
and has come under the radar of Democratic 
politicians, representatives of President Obama, 
and the Joe Biden campaign. Now, the major 
platform has admitted to its consideration of 
banning all political ads in the period of time 
close to the election.
 Democrats have made claims that they did not 
know about this being a possible action on the 
platform, especially considering Facebook has 
NEWS
Facebook to Ban 
Political Ads 
BY ETHAN LANGEMO
We’re all familiar with the name Willy Wonka. It might be from the classic children’s book, the TikToker who 
impersonates him, or even the episode of The 
Office where Michael Scott dressed up as 
him. That said, just when you thought 2020 couldn’t 
get any stranger, a real life Willy Wonka sweepstakes 
Real Life Willy Wonka
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vaccine, most of the volunteers haven’t received 
their first dose yet, and none of them are fully 
enrolled. According to an NPR article, The FDA 
said that the vaccine will be approved for use if 
it’s “shown to be safe and at least 50% effective.” 
The hope is that even if half the population 
still contracts Covid-19, the cases will be less 
severe. So yes, there is hope for the coming 
future that there will be a vaccine, but there will 
not be any definite data until October, and even 
then, a vaccine. 
Photo Credit: Erika Soukop 
been under fire in the recent past for persisting for 
the allowance of what has been declared by liberals 
as “hate speech” and “misinformation” to be present 
on the page. Now that they are also being targeted, 
they are joining their counterparts across the aisle 
to take action against being silenced. DNC Chief 
Technology Officer Nellwyn Thomas tweeted, “We 
said it seven months ago to @Google and we will 
say it again to @Facebook: a blunt ads ban is not a 
real solution to disinformation on your platform.”
 The reason Facebook has been against an outright 
banning of political ads is because there are politicians 
outside of the Democratic and Republican parties 
who would also get swept up and would not be 
able to advertise, which would possibly completely 
silence what little voices independent and smaller 
party politicians have. CEO Mark Zuckerberg also 
stated in a speech: “Even if we wanted to ban 
political ads, it's not clear where we'd draw the line. 
There are many more ads about issues than there 
are directly about elections. Would we ban all ads 
about healthcare or immigration or women's 
empowerment? If we banned candidates' ads but 
not these, would that really make sense to give 
everyone else a voice in political debates except 
the candidates themselves?” It is clear that any 
form of censorship would have unwanted side 
effects, especially experienced by smaller groups 
and politicians. 
 On the other hand, the platform also acknowledges 
the fact that the advertisements stir up civil unrest 
and tribalism. Still, many are unsure if it is the right 
course of action. The company also stated it may 
take down content which contains misinformation 
about COVID-19, such as messages that claim 
you will catch the virus if you vote in person at the 
polls. But even this will not be fully executed; the 
plan is that any other such advertisements will 
not necessarily be removed, but will instead be 
automatically linked to websites with additional 
information on the disease.
 Whichever way Facebook decides to go, there 
will undoubtedly be a brain-frying quantity of 
politics shoved onto us as the election draws nearer 
and nearer. Not to mention there are other social 
media platforms aside from Facebook, websites, TV 
channels, and so many other forms of media which 
will undoubtedly harbor their fair share of political 
ads. So we have to ask the question: if Facebook bans 
these particular advertisements, will it really matter?
has been announced this past week. While 
participants don’t have to worry about being sucked 
up by a chocolate chute like Augustus Gloop, the 
stakes are still high. The sweepstake is taking place 
in a form of a nationwide scavenger hunt hosted by 
one of the original jelly bean inventors, David Klein. 
 The guidelines of the game are fairly straight 
forward. Each participant must pay $49.99 in 
order to compete for the prize. The game is available 
in all 50 states but only 1,000 tickets are sold 
in each state. Similar to the popular film and 
children’s book Charlie & the Chocolate Factory, 
there will only be one winner. Klein owns several 
candy factories and the grand prize for the winner 
is one of the factories he owns. The winner will also 
have the opportunity to enroll in a candy making 
course at the University of Wisconsin - Madison 
as part of the prize. This will allow for the winner 
to start his or her own candy company. 
 
The major difference between the fictional story 
and the real life treasure hunt is that the participants 
will be guided by a riddle. It isn’t clear to the 
participants yet when the riddle will be revealed; 
details are yet to be announced to those participating. 
 When a participant buys a “ticket,” they receive 
a riddle for a place in their state where a golden 
dog tag is hidden. Whoever finds a golden dog 
tag wins $5,000 and is entered in a chance to win 
the factory. In comparison to the films and book, 
only those who find a dog tag are eligible for 
the grand prize of winning the factory. Although 
there are skeptics of Klein’s true intent, many are 
eager to hear the final details be announced.  
 In a recent interview with CNN reporters, 
Klein made his intentions clear. He stated that 
ever since the launch of the Jelly Bean, and 
therefore his career, he always dreamed of giving 
away a factory. It has been bucket list item for 
Klein, and he is very excited for the treasure hunt. 
Photo Credit: Mia Cahalan
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Published one month ago, The Atlantic released a report claiming that President Trump called deceased U.S. marines buried in the 
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery “losers” and 
“suckers for dying.” The comments sparked 
outrage, not only by officials, but also many people 
who have served our country. One former 
member of the Navy describes the President’s 
remarks as “terrible” saying that although the 
President “is supposed to be a commander,” he 
instead “runs down on respected individuals” 
such as deceased American heroes. In contrast, a 
cadet at Virginia Tech feels “skeptical” of the report. 
He suspects that “the comment was taken out of 
context” and the media were  “maybe trying to twist 
his [Trump’s] words.”
 According to the Atlantic report, the 
President’s alleged remark was made in 2018 after 
he rejected a visit to the Aisne-Marne Cemetery 
and instead made a speech only 60 miles away 
at Suresnes American Cemetery and Memorial. 
At 95 years old, Bud Fitzsimmons, a Navy veteran, 
responds to Trump’s comments saying by always 
“running people down,” the President suggests 
that people “are wasting their time by being in 
the service.” Although Fitzsimmons did not see 
much combat in 1943, he was drafted into school 
for three years at Wabash College of Indiana, 
Cornell University, and Harvard University. 
According to Fitzsimmons, Trump has displayed 
a pattern of disrespect towards the military. He 
recalls Trump’s widely criticized comment in 
Intergenerational Military Voices: How President Trump’s Comments 
about Deceased Marines are Resonating Today  
BY MARYKATE FENSTERMAKER
2015 about the late Senator John McCain at an 
Iowa Family Leadership Summit. After McCain 
spent over five years as a North Vietnamese 
prisoner of war in 1967, Trump said McCain was 
only a “War Hero because he was captured,” 
followed by “I like people that weren't 
captured.” Ben Lewis, a biochemistry student also 
in the Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets, addressed 
the fact that “just because you went through 
a terrible experience,” referring to McCain’s time 
as a prisoner of war “doesn’t mean that everyone 
has to agree with you politically. If he [Trump] 
wants to disagree, it’s fine with me.” 
 Trump denies The Atlantic’s claims saying, 
“There is nobody that respects them more” and
that he “never called our great fallen soldiers 
anything other than HEROES.” Lewis identifies 
that he “flat out said they were heroes” and that it 
“sounds like they [the media] were trying to twist 
his [Trump’s] words” when writing the report. 
Following the report, various rumors claim that 
former General John Kelly is the source for the 
report. The retired Marine Corps General and 
former White House Chief of Staff has yet to 
make a statement although records confirm that 
Kelly was on the trip at the time of the alleged 
comment in 2018. According to White House 
officials, Kelly ended his career at the White 
House on an unpleasant note. If the source were 
Kelly, Trump claims that it would have been because 
Kelly “was too tired and couldn’t handle the 
pressure of the job,” and ultimately “puckered out.” 
 Going forward, Fitzsimmons wishes as it relates 
to the 2020 election, "Biden would talk more” 
about the issues. He also desires a stronger social 
media coverage. He hopes the Republican party 
will speak out against Trump’s behavior and “there 
would be enough people who would be against 
him cutting back on Veteran’s benefits.” In contrast, 
Lewis is optimistic about a future with Trump 
re-elected. He believes that the President will pull 
more troops out of the Middle East, overall 
creating a safer future for the military. 
Nonetheless, it is essential that our next elected 
president holds our past, present, and future 
U.S. service members in the highest regard 
both publicly and privately.
Prison Inmates on the Frontlines of CA Wildfires
BY RYAN SKILLE
According to the California Fire Department, there have been almost 6,000 wildfires across 
the entire state in 2020 that have damaged more 
than 1,000,000 acres of land in total. Five of 
those fires have made it into the list of top 20 largest 
fires in California’s entire history. Clearly, the fire 
department has their hands full and are struggling to 
keep up with the destruction. Who better to turn to 
than prison inmates?
 The State Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation runs 43 “conservation camps” 
throughout the state, according to the corrections 
department. Inmates considered to be a very low 
security risk are allowed to volunteer there. Those 
who are selected for the program are then permanently 
assigned to one of the camps and live there for 
the entire year. "The inmates are all doing some 
form of conservation work every day that are 
Photo Credit: MaryKate Fenstermaker
not on a fire line," Bill Sessa, a spokesman 
for the corrections department, told CNN. 
Conservation work includes maintaining hiking 
trails, clearing flood channels, and cutting 
brush or large stands of trees. But this year, 
there hasn’t been much conservation work. "It's 
been quite a while since I can remember that 
we have had this many fires moving this fast," 
Sessa admits. "Crews often work 
24 straight hours and then get 24 hours of rest. 
This firestorm – we had crews that worked 72 
straight hours.” Although it’s hard work, it also 
has rehabilitative value. The rate of those in the 
program who reoffend is 10% lower than the 
general prison population.
 Unfortunately, this appears to be yet another 
beneficial project that the pandemic has 
touched with its mighty hand of destruction. 
Even with 
the conservation camps, there are still not 
nearly 
enough firefighters to control the current situation. 
One of the reasons for this shortage is because of 
inmates being released from their sentence early 
due to COVID-19 measures. Inmate firefighters 
“are an integral part of our firefighting operations,” 
California Fire spokeswoman Christine McMorrow 
told CNN. Fewer individuals in prison means 
fewer firefighters to help fight the raging flames.
 Although the orange haze covering the entire 
state of California seems unstoppable, there is 
hope. If individuals in prison can do their part 
to help fight the fires, then the general public can 
too. Listen to the government orders and regulations, 
evacuate when you are told to, don’t use fire 
irresponsibly, and, for goodness sake, stop 
throwing gender reveal parties. 
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Fall sports have been canceled before our very own eyes - the next season in jeopardy is winter sports. As a sports photographer, I 
tend to look forward to those cold Saturday 
football games outside and the volleyball 
games inside of the Gangelhoff Center. I enjoy 
looking up and seeing the past championship 
banners hanging from the rafters. It does not 
seem like it was long ago that the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference canceled all sports 
until the end of the calendar year. The question 
must come up, will there be any winter sports 
this academic year? If so, what is to expect from 
winter sports? 
 The University of Minnesota has resumed 
Gopher football, and it seems to be a positive 
sign in the right direction. Many players want 
an opportunity to play their sport since they 
have dedicated the off-season to enrich their 
skills to become the best player they can be. 
As for the competition, though, a problem 
arises because traveling for competitions puts 
the players’ safety at risk due to the pandemic. 
As fans, we want to see our Golden Bears back 
on the fields and courts with the stadiums 
packed again. Safety is the number one priority. 
So, whether winter sports continue on or not, 
Concordia will be thinking of the health and 
safety of the players and the community. 
 In my personal opinion, I do believe that sports 
will resume once again. I think soon we will see 
fans back in the stadiums watching games. I attribute 
this opinion because restaurants, bars, and gyms 
are slowly opening back up. After leaders in the 
community see that people can be together and 
safe, they will start sports seasons back up again. 
As people grow accustomed to this new lifestyle, 
the majority of the public does comply with safety 
guidelines such as social distancing and wearing 
masks. The players have worked very hard to prepare 
for their seasons, and I think soon we will see 
their hard work pay off in their competitions. For 
people who are going into their final season, this 
may be their last chance to showcase their skills. 
We all know that a lot of changes have happened 
due to the pandemic, one of those being the lack 
of sports on the professional and nonprofessional 
level, and it feels very strange not having that 
normalcy. Having sports would bring back some 
normalcy into our daily lives. Yearly traditions 
such as homecoming weekend, the basketball 
showcase, as well as playoffs are all things that we 
look forward to, and without them, the fall and 
winter seasons feel void. Hopefully that void is filled 
will a full stadium come the time that winter 
sports begin to take place. 
The Future of Winter Sports
BY RENE ELIAS
E lon musk is a man known for taking daring and innovative tasks. He has invented a flame thrower, “unbreakable” truck windows, 
and new electric cars, but his versatility appears 
to be growing with Neuralink. Neuralink is a 
neurotechnology program founded in 2016 with 
the goal of curing many brain diseases with an 
implant in your brain. Despite Elon’s failures, 
Neuralink is a growing company that promises 
a cure to many neurological diseases. So, the 
question must be asked, how real and safe is it?
 Neuralink starts by implanting a BMI, or a Brain 
Machine Interface, which allows the brain to 
communicate with the device, like how a person 
with paralysis can move a mouse. Nerualink’s BMI 
is named The Link, which you can access on mobile 
devices or your computer through their app. It’s 
much more than a simple interface. With the 
electrodes planted in between the neutrons, 
the hope is to read and understand the 
information traveling between the cells and 
to stimulate the right electrodes into creating 
positive responses in the brain. Is Elon Musk 
planning to erase paralysis from the brain? 
No, but Nerualink is a worthy endeavor. If the 
technology helps end paralysis and other brain 
diseases, then it must be pursued. However, 
Neuralink has dangers that the company has not 
yet solved. 
 First, the procedure is a surgery that is too complex 
for normal surgeons to perform. According to the 
website, “the threads are too fine to be manipulated 
by hand and too flexible to go into the brain on 
their own… We are innovating on robot design, 
imaging systems, and software, to build a robot that 
can precisely insert threads through a single 8 mm 
skull opening while avoiding blood vessels.” Nobody 
wants blood vessels popped anywhere, let alone in 
their brain. The brain is a complex and important 
organ, so any surgery has its level of risk. 
 What about the risk of a cyber attack? Hackers 
today can do so much with the interent: they can 
access government files, hack devices, and steal 
personal information from a person. With 
Neuralink, a person is essentially putting a mini 
computer in their brain waiting to be hacked. 
According to Cybnit, “A hacking attack is happening 
every 39 seconds in the US. On a yearly basis, every 
third person in the country is affected by hacker 
attacks.” In the US, that means millions of people, 
and none of them have a chip in their brain. The 
possibility of a hacker stealing information from you 
is pretty high, not to mention the likelihood of the 
chip malfunctioning. 
 Elon Musk is a very innovative man, but 
Nerualink still needs time to be developed. If that 
time comes with low risks, it wouldn’t be bad to get 
a BMI. It might blow your mind.
Neuralink
BY HAMZA ISMAIL
D erek chauvin, the former officer charged in the murder of George Floyd, has now been charged with nine counts of 
felony tax evasion. Chauvin and his wife, Kellie 
May, have both been found guilty of underreporting 
their joint income by $464,433 for the past five years. 
 This past June, revenue investigators started a
review into the Chauvins’ finances for failing to 
file Minnesota income tax returns from 2016–2019 
and for fraudulently filing tax returns from 
2014–19.  The review details that the couple were 
both in good financial states and that Derek 
Chauvin performed a considerable amount of 
off-duty work. Most of this extra work was not 
reported on their taxes. According to an MPR 
article, the Minneapolis Police Department 
requires approval for outside employment, but 
they do not track the amount of hours or money 
their officers make. 
 It has been estimated Derek Chauvin made 
$95,920 while working security at the El Nuevo 
Rodeo club 2014–2019. Sadly, the establishment 
was one that was burned down during the riots. 
It’s been found that Chauvin worked multiple 
security jobs, but he failed to report most of his 
income from those as well. 
    Kellie May Chauvin is also being charged with 
tax fraud after more than $66,000 from her 
photography business was not reported. Along 
with this, prosecutors allege that the Chauvins 
claimed they had residency in Florida when they 
purchased a $100,000 BMW, when in reality 
they resided in Oakdale, MN. Kellie May Chauvin 
claimed they changed their residency to Florida 
because it was cheaper to register a car.  Kellie 
May Chauvin filed for divorce on May 31, less 
than a week after the murder of George Floyd. 
With the divorce still pending, she has asked for 
both residencies: her home in Oakdale, and the 
house they own in Florida. 
    When the investigations started, Kellie May 
contacted Derek while he was in prison. She 
warned him about the investigation. He advised 
her to talk to “who we have used to handle 
cases for many years.” Kellie supposedly named 
this person as her father in law, and didn’t 
want to get him involved. He used to do the 
couples taxes, and she feared he would be 
mad they had not done them for years. With the 
investigation coming to a 
close, it is estimated that the Chauvins owe about
$22,000 in back taxes, and $11,000 in fraud penalties.
Chauvin Charged 
Again
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The Kentucky Derby and Breonna Taylor
BY ISABELLA D’BURKE
W ith all of the Covid cancellations, there are few sports that are allowed to progress this year, and many fans aren’t sure what sports to watch. Luckily, there was still the $3 million Kentucky 
Derby, presented by Woodford Reserve. While the event itself was a short, 
2-3 minute view, it’s unpredicted end still provided for a fun race. 
 The New York Times reported on the race by stating that the predicted 
winner, Tiz the Law, but he ended up losing to the now champion, Authentic. 
Tiz the Law had become a symbol for “everyday folks” (New York Times), 
as his hard work ethic won him 6 out of the 7 races prior to the final race. 
Unfortunately for rider Manny Franco, his strategy of settling in fourth 
place and fighting on the home stretch didn’t earn him the win. Authentic’s 
first place win gave his rider, John Velaquez, his third Kentucky Derby win 
and his 200th Grade 1 victory. Velaquez is the third rider in history to hit 
the 200 victory milestone. Authentic’s 2020 victory was worth $1,860,000 
making Authentic now worth $2,871,200. 
 The Kentucky Derby was different this year despite the seemingly normal 
race. Due to the pandemic, there were no spectators allowed. This created
a different environment for the racers. Even though the lack of fans portrayed 
a quiet arena, protestors chanted outside of the arena. They were requesting 
for the derby to be canceled and for justice to be brought for Breonna Taylor, 
a woman killed in her home by Louisville police. 
Mental Health Decline Amongst Collegiate Athletes
BY MIA CAHALAN
W ith spring sports seasons being canceled across the country amongst high school and collegiate divisions, the cancellation of fall sports was no surprise. Even though some high schools are 
allowing for fall sports seasons, collegiate athletes were unfortunately not 
given the same opportunity. Over the summer, one by one, different divisions 
of the NCAA announced the postponement and later on cancellation in some 
cases of sports seasons. This caused an instant reaction from athletes and spectators. 
    Many student athletes already struggle with the balance between school and 
their sport. At times, both can be physically and emotionally draining. This 
alone puts collegiate athletes at a higher risk of having a decline in their 
mental health as opposed to their fellow peers. Bob Gallaher writes in an 
article, “Mental Health Impact on Student Athletes,” which focuses on 
mental health on the University of Eau Claire campus. He states that with 
the sports season postponement and cancellations, many students have 
reported feeling an even greater decline in their mental health. This feeling 
of decline is occurring amongst all three divisions in the NCAA. The most 
common frustration and disappointment that the students expressed was the 
feeling of having something you work so hard for being taken away. 
 While many activists were calling for the derby to be cancelled, 
Attorney General Daniel Cameron tweeted, “Today, while we honor a 
KY tradition with the running of the Derby, we remain cognizant of 
the community’s desire for answers in the investigation into the death 
of Ms. Breonna Taylor. We continue to move forward with our investigation, 
reviewing each fact to reach the truth.” Amid the sounds of protestors, 
police, and an ever-present global pandemic, The Kentucky Derby 
commenced.
 This race will always be remembered, not only for its exciting finish, 
but for the social change surrounding it. The Kentucky Derby paints an 
image of people in big hats and bright colors. This year, the Kentucky 
Derby will be known for the people wearing black clothes outside of 
the arena. This new image represents the change that is happening all 
around the United States. While the derby itself may not be interesting 
to many, everyone can look at it and take a page out of this book. 
 The Kentucky Derby is an example of America’s obligation to reevaluate 
its priorities. Americans are knocking on the doors of social injustice. 
While people are sitting in the stands, eager for their taste of the “Old 
South,” there are others stuck outside, living in a world of systematic 
racism. Now, the stands are empty. The question is: what are we going to 
do about it?
    Beyond the disappointment of their hard work and not being able to be 
recognized, the students at UWEC and around the nation voiced other 
aspects that they will be missing during their seasons. Another common 
point that was made by the athletes was that they will greatly miss the time 
they spend with their teammates at practice each day. This is an important 
interaction that athletes are able to have with their teammates throughout 
the day. Athletes form bonds with teammates that are irreplaceable. All 
opinions aside, the well-being of the athletes is the main priority, whether 
there is a competing season or not. 
    As time progresses the well-being of students in this time has dwindled. 
For many athletes, sports are more than what they seem. It gives student-
athletes something to work for and stay motivated through the struggles 
of everything changing in the times we are in. The struggles don’t end 
there – many student athletes throughout different regions are reporting 
feeling a void within their lives and utterly depressed. 
 Due to the ramifications of the cancellation of sports across the board, recent 
voting has finalized the continuation of sport practices but with precautions 
in order to do so. The reasoning behind moving forward is due to the fact that 
coaches, players, and spectators are not willing to give up on what they 
love. Because of this, it forced members of the board to uphold their end, and 
pass the vote once and for all. On the upnote, this new decision can positively 
affect athletes’ mental health. It is on the upswing from here for the athletes.
For many athletes, sports are more than what they 
seem. It gives student-athletes something to 
work for and stay motivated through the struggles 
of everything changing in the times we are in.
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Tips for a Covid-19 Friendly 
Halloween
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
It’s the spookiest time of the year folks, and though the pandemic has taken away our Easter, Fourth of July, and our final half of the
Spring semester; it will not take away our Halloween! 
How do we embrace the spooky, scary, skeleton 
time while keeping ourselves and others safe? There 
are actually a few options, and while the obvious is 
staying in and watching movies, there are more!  
 For those of you who want to stay in for 
Halloween, I recommend trying some virtual 
socializing! Host a virtual game night! Jack Box 
TV: Murder Mystery is a great Halloween-ish 
game to play over Zoom with a group of people! 
Best of all, if you’ve never played Jack Box TV, 
it’s not hard to figure out, and there are plenty of 
other games one can play. Virtual competitions 
with friends can also be fun!  Get a group together 
and put a “best jack o'lantern in under 60 seconds” 
competition via Zoom! Do a costume contest, or best 
dorm decorations! Anything to get some friendly 
competition and festivities started! 
 As stated earlier, an oldie but a goodie is doing 
a movie night! You and your roommates can plan 
a Halloween marathon. The options are endless! 
Maybe you want to binge the Spooky DCOMS 
(Disney Channel Original Movies), or maybe you’d 
like to watch classics like Wolf Man, Dracula, and 
other Svengoolie-esque films, and maybe you’d rather 
just watch all the blood chilling horror films 
Hollywood has graced us with over the last few years. 
Any way you swing, it’s okay! Just enjoy yourself, 
and don’t spill all the popcorn at a jump scare.
 Now, of course there are those who would rather 
spend the night with Freddie Kruger than stay in 
for the night. I have got a great list for you folks! 
There are several haunted attractions around 
Minnesota that have adapted to Covid-19 regulations 
and are opening to the public. Some of those are 
Scream Town in Chaska, a highly rated haunted 
attraction; the Wabasha Street Cave Haunted Tours, 
a historical tour of the caves; and the Deadly Drive 
In at the Rosedale Center, a social distance friendly 
Halloween Event. If you’re interested in learning 
about any of these specific events, go to 
Minneapolis.org/calendar/ holidays/halloween 
for information!  
 For those who are looking for something less 
“Halloweenie” and more “Autumn Appreciation,” 
I’ve also got great suggestions for you guys!  There 
are plenty of apple and pumpkin orchards in the 
area, most of which have corn mazes. Along with 
this, sunflower fields are thriving right now. Any 
of these would be a fun day trip with the friends, 
and you could get some amazing photos. 
happy halloween! 
ARTS & VARIETY
Ethan Langemo & His Love Letter to the 70’s
BY HARRY LIEN
Y ou can find music from virtually anywhere in our world. Artists come from all walks of life and corners of the globe. Given this wide array of creators, we may overlook those who are right in our vicinity. They may even go to the same university and walk the same hallways as you. Ethan 
Langemo, a junior here at Concordia St. Paul, contributes to our creative scene with his 2020 album, Fruit 
of the Bloom. The eight-track collection has a run time of a little over 46 minutes and winds the listener 
through a bend of unique instrumentation and accompanying lyrics. According to Langemo, “[The album] 
stylistically, is a love letter to progressive rock music of the early 1970s.” 
    Langemo leads his album off with the track “Beyond All”, which teases us with an ethereal introduction 
that is later broken up by the chords of an electric guitar. The guitar complements the song well serving as 
a voice of some sorts as it wails and whimpers. The second track, “In Her Eyes”, begins with the soothing 
playing of a guitar that almost coaxes the listener to sleep like a lullaby. However, just as you think the 
track is winding down, we hear the first of Langemo’s vocals along with an accompanying drum. Lyrics 
such as “please don’t steal my love away” and “because without her I’d rather die” blend effectively with the 
psychedelic instrumentation to portray Langemo’s anxiety and dread towards the song’s narrative. 
    The fourth track, “I Am a Desert,” features Langemo addressing the audience through a stream of his 
consciousness. The track leaves an unsettling feeling and sort of nervousness, which may have been 
Langemo’s intention. These feelings are no doubt from the confusion of these lyrics. The audience themselves 
may be able to draw their own interpretations, however, it will be interesting to hear Langemo’s. On the 
next track, “Spectrum,” a guitar riff leads us to an eventual sort of bluesy jam session. Then, all of a sudden, 
the song switches to a calmer melody that is delightfully warm and sentimental. While at first listen it 
seems simple, the track grows on the listener and leaves them savoring the contrast between the two tempos. 
    The sixth track, “Strawberry,” brings the listener back to the vocals of Langemo. The performance 
here in his style is reminiscent of the 1960s. Perhaps he is a fan of The Beatles. As far as the 
instrumentation and vocals go, this is Langemo’s strongest performance on the album. However, not 
to be outshined, the seventh track, “Arctic Fox,” weaves us through an intimate melody and vivid lyrics. 
Halfway through the track, we are also treated to a groovy change up in the song that will keep us on 
our toes. As the song concludes, a guitar solo caps things off in a fluid manner.
    Langemo’s album 
concludes with the 
track “Archangel XII,” 
a 22 minute epic that 
launches listeners 
through a whirlwind of 
crafty instrumentation. 
The influence of the 
1970's can be heard as 
Langemo appears to be 
paying homage to that 
era. 
    Ethan Langemo’s 
album Fruit of the 
Bloom is available on 
Spotify and Apple Music. 
All the instruments and 
vocals are performed, 
programmed, and 
arranged by him. 
Langemo credits 
fellow Concordia 
St. Paul junior Scott 
Ockwig for mastering 
the album. 
Langemo’s Album “Fruit of the Bloom”
Photo Credit: Ethan Langemo   
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W ho enjoys going on a cruise? Who wants to go on a cruise? Cruises are meant to be fun and relaxing. It's 
a personal getaway. Cruises are supposed to be 
safe since there's no chance of an escape if a 
crime is committed. However, Ruth Ware's 
novel, The Woman in Cabin 10, turns something 
luxurious into a nightmare. 
 Ruth Ware is an established, British writer 
who became a renowned psychological 
thriller novelist. Her novels are published and 
sold around the world. She has written many 
books, starting from her debut novel, In a Dark, 
Dark Wood, to her recent release, One by One. 
Her works have been consistently praised and have been included on the 
Sunday Times and New York Times bestseller list—The Woman in Cabin 10 
is one of them. 
 Laura "Lo" Blacklock is a travel journalist who receives the opportunity 
to attend a cruise on the Aurora—her job of a lifetime. During her stay, 
everything is great. The boat was beautiful, and she is able to network and 
meet new people, until she encounters the young woman in the cabin next-
door who suddenly disappears. However, to the crew members and other 
guests on the boat, the young woman never exists. Determined to find out 
the truth, Lo sets out to investigate the disappearance and figure out what 
happened to the woman in cabin 10.
 I would recommend this book for those who enjoy a good thrill and mystery. 
The novel extends its beginning more until it gets to the climax, but once 
you reach it, it is enjoyable as it will keep you on your toes. There will be 
constant questions running through your mind as you grow more curious 
about what will happen next. As the mystery continues to unravel itself, you 
will encounter surprises, become anxious, and eagerly continue to the next 
page in anticipation of what is going to happen next. There are some things 
to be aware of inside the novel. The book does have some scenes that will 
deal with trauma, manipulation, and violence. If there's any discomfort in any 
of these things, you may want to stray away from reading it.
 Ruth Ware's novels have always been on my list of books to read; I 
always see them in bookstores and libraries, but I never had the time to 
get my hands on any of them. When I received The Woman in Cabin 10, 
I was elated and could not wait to start reading. After reading the book, 
I was satisfied with her work and plan to read more of her novels in the 
future.
Book Review: The Woman in Cabin 10
BY KALYNA XIONG
Silent Sky: A Review 
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
C sp senior ruth elkerton’s long awaited adaptation of Silent Sky by Laura Gunderman finally and successfully came to pass the first weekend of classes. Silent Sky is a show that takes place in the early 
1900s and follows the real astronomer Henrietta Leavitt. The story shows 
women battling with the sexism of the time, and their alliances that form as 
they uncover secrets of the universe. 
    Originally scheduled for March 2020, Elkerton’s production was sadly 
postponed when campus was abruptly shut down last semester. After 
months of rehearsals the cast of five finally came together for a fabulous, 
Covid-safe production.  Silent Sky was live streamed on Youtube and only 
students or family with the link were able to access the video. This made the 
viewing process quite accessible, unique, and it was fun to experience from 
the comfort of viewers’ own homes. 
 The set and lighting design of the show was exquisitely simple. Nothing 
was over the top nor distracting, but everything had a purpose. The lighting 
reflected both scenes and moods when needed, and it all balanced out very 
well with the live recording format. 
 Despite having to adjust to wearing masks and a lack of a live audience, 
the cast still remained energetic, expressive, and clear. When asked, the 
cast collectively agreed that there were many challenges when faced with 
the changes. Their challenges range from breathing difficulties to troubles 
showing emotion with only half a face. The cast successfully conquered every 
challenge they faced with flying colors. 
    Though we are clearly in a strange time, Concordia’s theatre department 
has been adapting quite well to new health and safety standards. Silent Sky 
has proven that nothing will keep this department down, and we can expect 
many good things to come from the rest of the season. 
I nception is a fast paced action film with funny banter, crazy CGI effects and an interwoven plot that earned it four academy awards, which is remarkable since the plot is about sleeping. This heralded film 
is about the subconscious that lies in each of us. 
 Dom Cobb, played by Leonardo Dicaprio, is a thief who specializes in 
stealing secrets by entering the minds of his targets. Cobb’s target is Mr. 
Seito, played by Ken Watanabe, who arranged the mission to test Cobb. Mr. 
Seito offers Cobb, and in exchange his criminal past would be erased. With 
the chance to see his family again, Cobb agrees and assembles his team. 
Arthur, played by Joseph Gordon-Levitt, is Cobb’s partner who researches 
the target. Cobb travels to meet the young Aridane, played by Ellen Page, 
who mirrors the audience as Cobb teaches us how to build dreams and 
design mazes within the mind. This part of the film truly surprises the 
audience with the detailed worldbuilding, concepts of dream manipulation, 
and the gravity defying physics of the world. It is here where Mal is introduced, 
Cobb’s dead wife, who reminds him of his failure as a dream architect. 
He assembles the rest of the team: Eames is the team’s identity thief and 
impersonates a close acquaintance of the target, and Yusuf, the alchemist 
who derives and formulates the drugs used to enter into the target mind. 
The target is Robert Fischer, heir to Mr Seito’s rival business group. The 
plan is simple: formulate an idea in Robert’s mind to break up his family’s 
business, hence, an inception is formed. 
 Inception’s beauty is not in the gravity defying physics or gun fights but 
instead in it’s characterization and storytelling. Cobb is a man haunted 
Inception Movie Review 
BY HAMZA ISMAIL
with regrets and fears and as the team goes deeper into the mission, Cobb’s 
fears are revealed. The climax isn’t a gun fight or a martial arts battle, but a 
confrontation of his biggest mistake. Arthur and Aridane help Cobb open 
up and confront his past. Eames and Mr. Seito make a great comedy group 
with funny moments and banter to lighten the mood.
 Inception’s plot is as equally important to the character growth in the film. 
While the overall premise of the plot is simple, the movie introduces 
nuances and rules that help govern and explain the science behind Inception. 
As Cobb and his team go deeper into the dreams, the dangers grow from 
within the dream world and in the team. The nuanced plot is very well like a 
labyrinth, so keeping attention from the get go is key. 
 Inception grounds the viewers with its detailed plot, while also keeping 
them interested with high stakes and adrenaline pumping fight scenes. It is 
a great classic film that will keep you watching.
Photo Credit: Kalyna Xiong  
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What comes to mind when you think about life before COVID-19?  Who would have thought that 2020, both the start 
to a new year and the beginning of another 
decade, would bring about a global pandemic 
that had, has, and will have, lasting implications 
for an indefinite period of time.  
    Well, for those of you who enjoy music, whether 
listening, playing, watching, or all the above, 
there have been changes as well as indefinite 
postponements when we are able to see our 
favorites perform live. For classical music varieties, 
here is a brief overview of the latest updates on 
concert schedules.
    Here at Concordia, the Music, Fine & Performing 
Arts Department will be having its annual 
Christmas concert virtually online this year 
(Dec. 4-6). In other parts of the Twin Cities, 
music staff share different ideas. For example, 
while the Minnesota Orchestra will be holding 
live, in-person concerts with a reduced audience 
running from now until June 2021, and the St. 
Music Procedures at CSP and Around the World
BY BRITTANY MCCARTY
Art Museums: Reopening and Procedures
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
I n this time of uncertainty, we have to be focusing on how to keep museums and other nonprofit organizations in existence. A big 
number of museums are suffering because of 
Covid-19 and because of their lack of business 
very soon many of them might be closing. A large 
part of trying to keep their museums in operation 
is the reopening process. Unfortunately, because 
of the varied nature of museums, reopening is 
trickier than ever. Museums don’t have a one-
size -fits-all policy because each museum has a 
“One out of every three museums 
in the U.S. — some 12,000 muse-
ums — are at risk of not surviv-
ing the crisis, according to a new 
study by the American Alliance 
of Museums. In its survey of more 
than 750 museums in June, a third 
of leaders say they’re unsure their 
organization can survive or say 
there’s significant risk of shutter-
ing for good." - Kelly Smith, The 
Star Tribune
ARTS & VARIETY
different location, art emphasis, size, financial 
support and more. Because of this, a lot of museums 
have had to spend a long time focusing on how to 
properly and safely reopen. Adrian Ellis and Andras 
Szanto of Artnetnews say, “Museum leaders are 
looking to one another for advice, as well as to peer 
organizations worldwide [...] That said, each 
museum has to find its own tailored solution within 
common frameworks, and in its own time. What all 
of them share is the need to work through a 
bewilderingly complex array of operational and 
policy considerations, and quickly” 
 According to Artnetnews, there are many 
different avenues to take to reach the same 
goal of a safe opening. Museums themselves 
are focusing on seven different sections of 
rules: preparing staff, preparing facilities, 
communicating and coordinating for safety, 
utilizing outdoor areas, managing overflow, 
distancing indoors, and reducing bottlenecks. 
But what are the practical changes that are being 
made for museums?
 One example of this is the largest Art Museum 
in Minnesota: the Minnesota Institute of Art. 
It has been closed since March 13 and reopened 
recently on July 16. According to Patch, an 
information platform specifically in regards to 
MIA reopening, there are several new procedures 
that are now in place. Museum hours are now 
Thursday through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
there are special hours for anyone who is 
immunocompromised, and while tickets are still 
free, they must be reserved ahead of time. These 
go along with the normal practices of safety 
(wearing masks, socially distancing). 
 The new changes in place actually aren’t that 
dramatic when we take into account the changes 
for the rest of public areas. So moving forward, 
keep in mind that museums are open and they 
need and want patrons to continue to visit and 
explore the art. The public areas are just as safe as 
restaurants and bars, if not more so, so don’t be
afraid to go and see some art while social distancing.
Photo Credit: Erika Soukop
Paul Civic Symphony has temporarily suspended 
both performances as well as rehearsals until 
further notice.  
    Although it has extra costs, the Schubert Club 
(comprised of various Twin Cities classical music 
organizations) is offering a streamed, online version 
for most of their concerts, otherwise they will 
be postponed to later in the 2020-21 season. 
Through concerted efforts, they have made this 
decision “by the guidelines of elected officials and 
the Minnesota Department of Health to keep 
everyone safe.”  
    Looking across our nation, the following 
locations are currently holding in-person 
performances with social distancing seating: 
Milwaukee, WI; Indianapolis, IN; Omaha, NE; 
Dallas, TX; New York City, NY; California, and 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 
    And around the globe: Similar to here at home, 
there are several ways in which the music world is 
running right now. In Calgary, Canada, the Opera 
and Symphony have been postponed until 
December. In contrast, the National Boys’ 
Choir of Australia is currently showing live 
performances. In the 
United Kingdom, The Royal Festival Hall and 
Queen Elizabeth Hall will be closed to the public 
until the end of the year as well. For the London 
Symphony Orchestra, it is uncertain; however, 
they will be recording all live performances for 
online viewing.  The London Philharmonic 
Orchestra will be streaming their live performances 
both online and on broadcast.  
 Finally, to circle the globe a bit further – there 
is the famous St. Petersburg Philharmonic 
Orchestra (Russia). This elite group tours all over 
Europe and Asia, and last year (2019) they toured 
Italy, Germany, France, Switzerland, Romania, 
Estonia, Japan, and South Korea, just to name a 
few. There has been no public announcement as 
to whether they will be touring this year.  
 Conclusively, let this list be a guide as you navigate 
through your options on the concert front, whether 
it be for a class, internship, work, or your pure 
fulfillment and appreciation for the fine arts.    
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What Are CSP Athletes Doing Now?
BY ISABELLA D’BURKE
T he athletes at csp have certainly had a different fall. Without sports and limited accessibility to facilities, our athletes have had to adapt and overcome. Below are responses from numerous athletes 
on the fall cancellations, upcoming seasons, and how they are staying busy.
When asked what she’s doing to stay in-shape and/or busy, Sarah Golemme, 
junior soccer player, replied, “My roommate and I go on a lot of bike rides 
and go to the gym when possible. I've also been devoting a lot of time to 
mental health advocacy and initiatives via The Hidden Opponent and 
working with the Athletic Department here at CSP.” Likewise, Clara 
Heislen, a sophomore softball player, feels the same way about taking time 
for herself. She stated that she had worked with an old coach over the 
summer and also added, “I have taken a lot of this time to relax which 
is something I don't do often. This season of waiting and wondering has 
allowed me to develop mentally more than ever before.” 
 While it has been beneficial for some athletes to take a small break, the 
lack of competing has undoubtedly been tough on the athletes. When 
asked, “How did you feel when your season was cancelled?,” Maria Brown, 
a senior cross country and track runner, explained, “I felt like I did not get the
 closure I wanted from cross country since I never knew my last race was 
my last race. ... Even though it was not a surprise it is still equally hard to 
handle. I have had sad days where I think about this fall being very 
different. I try to live day by day and focus on the blessings of every day 
since nothing is certain or promised. Every run is a blessing and thus I 
will continue to hold onto the hope of track and enjoy the season I am in 
now.” Darios Crawley-Reed, sophomore football player, added his feelings 
to the question by answering with, “When I found out the season was getting 
cancelled, I was extremely upset. I knew there was a lot that went into the 
decision, but my heart is where football is. I knew that I could sleep at night, 
though, because I know it was to protect us.” Golemme contributes to the 
conversation that she knew that it was the right decision to cancel the fall 
seasons this year by stating, “There are a lot of unknowns when it comes to 
COVID, and I don't think that carrying out a full season and travelling to 
play other schools would have been successful or smart.”
 Looking ahead, the spring and winter athletes are nervously waiting to see 
what their seasons are going to hold. Shawna Mell, a sophomore basketball 
player, voices her concerns by commenting, “I am very nervous about our 
upcoming season. Our games have already been pushed to not start until 
January 1st, when they originally began the end of October. This means a much 
longer pre-season and we are stuck thinking about so many unknowns every 
day. Basketball is very much a contact sport, so I hope we can still have a
season despite needing to stay 6 feet away from people.” Nobody can fully 
say what is to come, so sitting back and waiting for the call to be made is the 
only thing left to do. 
 Athletes are having to make large adjustments in their training and routines. 
These unprecedented times are leaving many athletes without a strong 
sense of purpose. Through it all, adapting and overcoming these times will 
make the athletes stronger in the end.
Top Five Ways to Social Distance
BY RYAN SKILLE
Everyone knows that to keep each other safe and hinder the spread of COVID-19 they must keep a social distance of at least six feet between you and anyone outside your household. However, this can 
be more difficult for some people than for others. For those of you that 
have trouble finding ways to stay distant from others, whether it be from 
those you love or literally every other person that exists in the universe, 
here are five easy and practical ways to social distance.
Loud noise
Do you have an old tractor engine that’s been sitting in your garage that you 
just don’t know what to do with? Consider strapping it onto your back and 
starting it up. The noise will be so loud that no one else will want to come near 
you, making it easy to maintain social distancing protocol (certain music that 
falls under the genre of “mumble rap” will also achieve similar results).
Gotta Go Fast
The American model of freedom and efficiency, Sonic the Hedgehog, once 
said, “Nothing starts until you take action. If you've got time to worry, 
then run!” This advice has been passed down for generations in tax evading 
groups. It has recently been brought to the public’s attention that it may 
be an effective strategy for fighting the current pandemic. If you’re constantly 
running everywhere, you won’t have time to spread the virus. This method 
requires more research as it is unclear how humans can match hedgehogs’ 
seemingly infinite endurance.
Pigpen
Human odor is a strong motivator for social distancing. The stronger your 
natural musk, the wider radius people will take to get around you. Besides, 
this means that you never have to waste your valuable time in the pesky 
shower, leaving more time for other activities. The single drawback of using 
this method is that any individual attempts to find a romantic partner will 
be forced to resort to online dating sites.
Pole vaulting
Everyone’s upset that sports at CSP have been cancelled for the foreseeable 
future. Whether you’re an athlete that now has no outlet for your physical 
energy or just someone who has always wanted to try a sport but never fit in, 
consider taking up the pole vault. It’s a great way to stay active, and carrying 
your pole around gives you an easy way to measure the distance between you 
and your peers. Someone getting a little too close? Simply whip out the pole 
and everyone within six feet of you will scatter.
Hoop skirts
Victorian ladies, the number one method of social distancing is for you. Get 
rid of those skinny jeans and #throwbackthursday to the early 1800s. Nothing 
screams “Victorian Princess” like a nice full-length dress with hoops so huge 
that nobody has the ability to physically come within six feet of you. Always 
wanted hoops but never had the money to buy earrings? Then these may be 
the hoops you’re looking for. In the meantime, you can keep others safe.
 In conclusion, there are many ways to maintain social distancing and keep 
those you love out of harm’s way. Regardless of the method you choose to 
implement, you aren’t doing it for yourself. You’re doing it for those you love 
and the future of the entire world.
“My roommate and I go on a lot of bike rides and go 
to the gym when possible. I've also been devoting 
a lot of time to mental health advocacy and initiatives 
via The Hidden Opponent and working with the 
Athletic Department here at CSP.”
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Redefining Our Fandom: Virtual Fans and Cardboard Cut-Outs
BY HARRY LIEN
W ith the advent of COVID-19 last spring, the sports world has had to adapt in unprecedented ways. As the summer months approached, major American sports leagues, such as the NBA 
and MLB, began to resume their postponed seasons. However, given the 
circumstances of the pandemic, certain preventative measures had to be 
taken. The most transparent of these being the removal of fans in attendance 
at live sporting events. 
    The thought of having no fans for large spectacles such as sports is bizarre. 
We began to imagine how eerily quiet and strange it would be without the 
energetic and loud feedback we have come familiarized with. How will a great 
play or moment be punctuated?
    Leagues around the nation have all found their own ways of adapting
to this bizarre situation. The National Basketball Association (NBA) has 
set aside room for 32 virtual seats for fans. These “seats” are spots on a large 
virtual backdrop that stands courtside behind the team benches. The 
selection process that determines who is chosen is done in multiple ways. 
According to NBA.com, fans must register on the site, ultracourtside.com, 
and are then selected by each of the 22 NBA teams participating. These 
teams tend to favor the most loyal of their fanbase and relatives of their 
athletes. The league’s Head of Next Generation Telecasts, Sara Zuckert, 
Kansas City native and actor Paul Rudd appears on cardboard cutout at Kauffman Stadium.
Photo Credit: Harry Lien
embraces the virtual fan experience. She states, “With the unfortunate 
situation involving the pandemic that we’re in, we began to focus on how to 
bring our fans closer to the game in different kinds of ways.” Celebrities and 
former players have also been spotted on the video screen representing their 
fandom. Notable examples include rapper Lil Wayne showing support for 
the Los Angeles Lakers and NBA Hall of Famer Shaquille O’Neal making 
the rounds with several cameos for different teams. In an NBA.com article, 
it is stated that “the goal is to make the atmosphere at the games as flavorful 
as technology can possibly allow.”
    Meanwhile, Major League Baseball (MLB) has come to terms with its 
empty ballparks through the creative, and somewhat amusing, way of 
cardboard cutouts. As strange as the concept may seem, it does provide fans 
and players alike a fun alternative to the otherwise empty and lifeless 
stadiums. Each baseball team has creative direction at their ballpark. For 
example, the Chicago White Sox put up cutouts of players’ family members. 
The Oakland Athletics are offering their fans to be put on stadium cutouts 
starting at $49 and going up to $129 depending on the location. Meanwhile, 
the Kansas City Royals have paid homage to local baseball legend Buck O’Neil 
and native actor Paul Rudd. 
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Minneapolis police officers responded to a call at the local supermarket, Cup Foods. The call was made to report a 
man allegedly using a counterfeit bill. Officers 
confronted the man who is now identified 
as George Floyd. Officers removed Floyd out 
of his car and placed him in handcuffs. Three 
of the four officers who arrived on the scene 
decided to place Floyd next to the car face 
down.  The other officer kept the crowd back 
while the crowd was pleading with officers to 
leave Floyd alone. Officer Dereck Chauvin placed 
his knee on Floyd’s neck for eight minutes and 
forty-six seconds. Floyd was unresponsive and 
later pronounced dead. A witness in the crowd 
captured a video and it became viral on the Internet sparking outrage around the world. 
Many different emotions were felt after witnessing this crude act in killing Floyd live on social media. 
Protests and riots were ignited across the country and cities around the world, they were outraged 
for the brutal death of Floyd and wanted an end to police brutality. In some areas activists and citizens 
of Minnesota peacefully protested together and demanded that the officers be arrested for killing Floyd. 
While most of the protests were peaceful and impactful to the community some did not end for the best. 
 I attended one of the peaceful protests where protesters marched from the U.S. Bank Stadium 
to the 35W bridge. Being a part of this protest was something special. It was like an out-of-body 
experience where I felt one with everyone who was there. It was peaceful and I can say it was one of 
the most impactful days of my life so far.  A select few protests did end in riots, however. All along 
Lake Street from Uptown to the Mississippi was hit the hardest. Many small businesses, restaurants, 
liquor stores, and other buildings were targeted, looted and set on fire. This all happened with the 
world watching. Prime time national news was covering this and the most shocking place that was 
targeted was the 3rd precinct of the Minneapolis Police Department. Angry protesters ignored tear 
gas and rubber bullets and stormed the 3rd precinct to overtake it. Smoke blazed and spread through 
the precinct; in the distance you could see the crowds, thousands in numbers, cheering, happy to see 
the precinct burning down.
 This was the last straw for government and law enforcement officials in Minnesota. The Minnesota 
National Guard was called and deployed into parts of Minneapolis and Saint Paul to protect businesses 
and the community. After the National Guard was deployed, riots dwindled and protests in Minnesota 
decreased. This didn't stop the rest of the country from watching and joining in in different protests that 
have resulted in the arrest of all four officers, and former Officer Chauvin arrested for second-degree murder. 
 What the community really can take out of this tragic and historic moment in history is that our 
community in Minnesota rallied together despite different ethnicities, backgrounds, and political 
opinions to mourn and demand change. A tragic moment brought a time of beautiful murals popping 
up around the city. I had the chance to attend a rally at the corner of Chicago and 38th St. where 
George Floyd lost his life. Different community activists and artists came together and created a 
masterpiece that was so beautifully 
illustrated to make light of George Floyd's 
tragic death into something beautiful 
the community could lean on in such 
a horrific time. The mural is on the Cup 
Foods store wall painted in beautiful blue 
and yellow colors. In the center is George 
Floyd's face along with names of other 
men and women that have died at the 
hands of police brutality. This mural is not 
just for George Floyd, but also for all the 
lives that have been lost and to shed 
light on this great problem our country 
is facing due to police brutality. I highly 
recommend visiting the murals. It's a 
strange but beautiful thing to see your community bond over something so tragic, but something 
that brings us together in ways words cannot describe.
George Floyd: Riots and Art 
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A Tribute to Chadwick 
Boseman
BY DAVINA BELLINGER
On august 28th 2020, 43-year-old actor Chadwick Boseman died from a four-year battle of colon cancer peacefully 
in his home with his family by his side. He was 
first diagnosed with colon cancer in 2016. 
Everyone knows him as the Black Panther in the 
Marvel universe and for one of his first major 
breakthrough movies, 42, as Jackie Robinson. 
Many famous figures such as co-stars Chris Evans 
and Mark Ruffalo and politicians like Kamala 
Harris have paid tribute to Chadwick 
for being an outstanding individual who made an 
impact on change through social media. 
    Evans tweeted, “I’m absolutely devastated. This 
is beyond heartbreaking. Chadwick was special. 
A true original. He was a deeply committed and 
constantly curious artist. He had so much 
amazing 
work still left to create. I’m endlessly grateful for 
our friendship. Rest in power, King.” Many others 
ended their social media tribute to Boseman with 
this same last sentence.
    Boseman was born on November 29th, 1977 in 
South Carolina to Carolyn and Leroy Boseman. 
Boseman’s father worked in the textile industry and 
his mother worked as a nurse. Chadwick graduated 
from Harvard University in 2000 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in directing. He then attended the 
British American Drama Academy in Oxford, 
United Kingdom. What most people didn’t know 
about Chadwick is that he was secretly married 
to his long term girlfriend named Taylor Simone 
Ledward just before he died.
 Another co-star that paid tribute to Chadwick 
on social media was Brie Larson, known for her 
role in the Marvel universe as Captain Marvel. 
Larson said on Instagram, “Chadwick was someone 
who radiated power and peace. Who took the 
time to really see how you were doing and gave 
words of encouragement when you felt unsure. 
I’m honored to have the memories I have. The 
conversations, the laugher. My heart is with you 
and your family. You will be missed and never 
forgotten. Rest in power and peace my friend.” 
Many fans and friends have reposted and shared 
their tributes to Boseman and how he laid a 
remarkable legacy.
 Chadwick was laid to rest on September 3rd 
at Welfare Baptist Church Cemetery in Belton, 
South Carolina. On the day of his burial, his 
hometown gathered to honor him by screening 
Black Panther outside with proper social distancing 
and the children of his hometown wearing Black 
Panther costumes.
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